




















Welcome to read some of TipWorld's most useful tips





for Windows 95 (in some cases also NT).





in a noncommercial and HTML-friendly way... :-)
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PINBALL WIZARDS, TAKE NOTE





If you have the Windows 95 Plus! CD, you've surely tried out 3D Pinball. Wish you knew a little more about mastering the Space Cadet table? The Help file offers some assistance, but for more extensive information, there are two hidden sources.





Navigate your way to the Program Files\Plus!\Pinball folder and open PINBALL.DOC for the "Space Cadet table Rules and Game Strategy." Then, check out TABLE.BMP in the same folder for the name of every nook and cranny on the table (you may need it to follow along with the instructions).





Who knew? (We did.)
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TAKE ME TO YOUR DESKTOP





Have you ever been using Internet Explorer and needed to get to the desktop? Getting to the desktop isn't difficult, but it can be a pain. You have to minimize Internet Explorer and anything else that might be covering up the desktop.





Here's how you can make the desktop more readily available. Go to the desktop and right-click it. From the ensuing menu choose New | Shortcut. This opens a dialog box that requests a command line entry type





C:\Windows\Explorer.exe /root,





Where C is your hard disk drive. (If it's other than C substitute that letter in place of C. Also, the comma at the end isn't a typo.)





Now click Next. If you'd like to assign a name to the new shortcut, this is where to do it. We named ours Desktop. After you type in a name, click Finish. At this point, the shortcut is on your desktop where it does you no good at all. So the next thing you need to do is drag it to the Start button. This will place a copy in the Start menu, and you can delete the icon on your desktop.





> From now on, when you need to get to the desktop, all you have to do is choose Start | Desktop and a fully functional desktop window will appear.
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FOCUS ON EXPLORER





Do you have a Windows Explorer shortcut on your desktop? (If not, put one there--you'll be amazed how handy it is.) You can tell that shortcut to open Explorer with its focus on the folder of your choice.





Right-mouse click the shortcut, select Properties, and click the Shortcut tab. The information after the last comma in the Target line's contents (for example, C:\) tells Explorer on which folder's contents to focus when it opens. Add the name of any folder to the end of that line (for example, it might now read C:\MYDATA\PERSONAL after the last comma). Click OK, and try out your newly focused shortcut.
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HEY, WHERE ARE MY WINSOCKS?





Extraneous Winsock files can cause problems. To see if you have any, use Windows Explorer's Find command (on the Tools menu) to search for Winsock.dll. You should find the file in the C:\Windows folder. The Windows 95 version is 42 KB in size. If you find any other versions of Winsock, move them out of the C:\Windows folder. If you use Compuserve and find a 130 KB Winsock.dll, move the file to \Cserve\Csnav.
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RESTART, DON'T REBOOT





There are a number of ways to reboot your computer: Press Ctrl+Alt+Del twice, press the Restart button on your system (you know where it is), or choose Start | Shut Down, select Restart the computer, and click OK.





But did you know you can restart Windows 95 without rebooting your entire system? (This trick comes in handy after making Registry changes for which you need to restart Windows 95.)





Choose Start | Shut Down, select Restart the computer, then--and here's the trick--hold down Shift as you click OK.
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WHICH VERSION AM I?





If you'd like to download an Explorer upgrade, but aren't entirely sure which version you have, here's how to find out: Choose Help | About Internet Explorer. You'll find the version number in the resulting dialog box.





The possible versions are 2.0, 3.0, 3.01, 3.01a, and 3.02, which is the most recent. If your version number is 3.0, check the build number next to the version number. If the build number is 1155, your version is 3.0.





But, if the build number is 1215 then you have Version 3.01.
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HELLO, OPERATOR?





If you'd like to make a call, but don't have the number, don't dial 411. Just navigate to http://www.yahoo.com/search/people and enter the name, city, and state.





In the blink of an eye (if the net isn't too busy) you'll have that phone number.
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ALL IN THE FAMILY WINDOW CLOSING





Do you often end up with a lot of related windows together on screen -- for example, after double-clicking a folder, then double-clicking one inside of that, and so on? When you're ready to close them all,





don't waste time clicking each and every X caption button (the one in the upper-right corner of each window).





Just hold down Shift as you click the X of the last window you opened. Doing so closes that window and all of its "parents" in one fell swoop.
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ARE YOU A LEFTY?





If you're a Microsoft Mail user, you may prefer to have your toolbar at the left side of the Window rather than at the top. If so, right-click the toolbar and then choose Align | Left. If you want it to go back to the top,just right-click again it and choose Align | Top.
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FINDERS KEEPERS





When you choose Help in the Windows 95 Start menu, you see a dialog box with three tabs, Contents, Index, and Find.





Most likely, you click the Index tab, enter the topic you're searching for, and hope that it's in the list. But often, it isn't. Windows 95 Help offers another feature that lets you search by keyword, called Find.





Just enter a word, and as long as the word appears in a Help topic, Windows "Finds" it for you.





If you've never used Find before, you'll need to set it up. Click the Find tab and select one of the three setup options (we chose minimized database, as recommended). Click Next, and wait a few minutes as Windows 95 sets up your new index. When it finishes, try Find-ing what you're looking for by following the three steps Find gives you.
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ZIP-A-DEE-DOO-DAH





Every once in a while we all need to mail a package to a known address with an unknown (to us) ZIP code.





That's no problem for those of us with access to the web. All you have to do is navigate to http://www.usps.gov/ncsc/ input the address as requested by the form and, voila, you'll get that unknown ZIP code.
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SPACED-OUT ICONS





When you use the Auto Arrange or Line Up Icons option on the desktop or in an open window, you'll notice that Windows 95 lines up all the icons in neat little rows, the same distance from one another. If you'd rather they line up closer together, or further apart, change your icon spacing.





Right-mouse click the desktop, select Properties, and click the Appearance tab. Under Item, select Icon Spacing (Horizontal) or Icon Spacing (Vertical) and type a new number next to Size. (The default for horizontal is 60, for vertical 43.) Click Apply or OK to make your new settings stick.
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SEVEN MEGABYTES RICHER





Looking to free up some disk space? Check your C:\Windows\Help folder for AVI files--you could have as much as 7MB of them left over from Windows' tutorial. Unless you're using Windows 95 for the first time, you don't need them. 
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NAKED PAGES





If your Wininet.dll file is missing or you have the wrong version, something strange may happen to your IE window -- it will be transparent! 





The problem may be caused by the Auto-Update program in many Sierra games, which replaces the Wininet.dll file and causes the problem.





To fix the problem, make sure that the Wininet.dll file exists only in the Windows\System folder, and that it is the correct version. To do this, click the Start button and choose Find | File or Folders. On the "Named" line, type Wininet.dll. Click the arrow next to the "Look in" line and select the root directory of your hard drive, then click Find Now. In the list that appears, right-click on the Wininet.dll file and select Properties. Then check out the Modified date on the General tab and the File Version number on the Version tab. If you're running IE 3.0, the file should say version 4.70.1157 with a Modified date of 8/24/96. If you're running IE 3.01, the file should say version 4.70.1215, with a Modified date of 10/15/96.





If you've got the wrong version, try running Sierra's Auto-Update program, which links to Sierra and downloads the correct version of the Wininet.dll file.
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BACK UP!





All sorts of installation programs mess with the Windows Registry, so it's a good idea to make regular backup copies of the two files, User.dat and System.dat.





Unfortunately, you can't use Explorer or DOS to copy these files. Buried on the Windows 95 installation CD-ROM is a program that lets you make up to nine backups of your Registry. Just copy Cfgback.exe from the CD-ROM's \Other\Misc\Cfgback folder to C:\Windows, and then copy the Cfgback.hlp file to C:\Windows\Help.





To make a backup, double-click Cfgback.exe and follow the detailed instructions.
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FAVORITE BOOKMARKS





If you have existing Netscape Navigator bookmarks, you can convert them to shortcuts in your favorites menu. Here's how:





1) Choose File | Open.





2) Browse until you find the Bookmark.htm file in your Netscape folder. Click on the file, click Open, then click OK.





3) Right-click on each of the bookmarks you want and choose Add To Favorites on the menu that appears, then click OK or click "Create in" to choose a folder.





There's also a freeware program that allows you to convert all your bookmarks to favorites in one fell swoop.





To download the program, go to:


http://www.microsoft.com/kb/softlib/mslfiles/winbm2fv.exe





After the WINBM2FV.exe file downloads (it takes only a minute or so), double-click it to bring up a dialog box that lets you convert your bookmarks to favorites. If your bookmarks file isn't listed in the Netscape Bookmark File box, you have to identify it by clicking Browse and locating the file. Then click on the Convert Bookmarks button. A moment later, a dialog box will come up, saying that the conversion is complete.
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IF APPLICATIONS COULD TALK...





Windows 95 lets you attach sounds to the events of any application on your system. Just add the applications and their events to the Sounds dialog box first, using the Registry.





Open the Registry Editor (after backing it up) and navigate your way to HKEY-CURRENT_USER\AppEvents\Schemes\Apps. There, you'll see a list of all the applications whose events are currently listed in the Sounds dialog box. (.Default is Windows.)





Let's say you want to associate sounds with Microsoft Word events. Right-mouse click the Apps key, choose New, and then select Key. Rename the new key using the name of the program's EXE file (WINWORD.EXE, for Microsoft Word), without the extension or path. With the new key selected, right-mouse click (Default) in the right pane, choose Modify, and on the Value data line, type the application name. Click OK.





Now to add specific events. Click the new application key with the right mouse button, choose New and then Key, and rename the key with the name of an event (for a list of possible event names, double-click the .Default key under HKEY_CURRENT_USER\AppEvents\Schemes\Apps). Hit Enter and repeat these steps for each event with which you'd like to associate a sound. Close the Registry Editor when you're done.








------------------------------------------------------------------------













































































------------------------------------------------------------------------








IF APPLICATIONS COULD TALK...





In the Registry Editor, add a new application key (such as WINWORD.EXE, for Microsoft Word) to HKEY-CURRENT_USER\AppEvents\Schemes\Apps. Then add event keys, such as Minimize or RestoreDown, to this new application key.





Once you've used the Registry to add all the applications and events you want to be able to access from the Sounds dialog box, head on over there and associate your sounds. Open the Control Panel and double-click Sounds. Select an event, then click the down arrow next to Name and take your pick of sounds. (If the sound you'd like to use isn't in the list, click Browse, navigate your way to the file you want to use, select it, and click OK.) Repeat these steps for every event with which you'd like to associate a sound, and when you're done click OK.
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BEEF UP THE SECURITY





Many of you have asked for an easy way to protect files and folders from snooping eyes. The ideal solution would be to password-protect these items, but we've yet to find shareware that does this (if you have, please let us know). However, certain programs, such as Secure-iT 32, enable a user to lock/unlock or encrypt/decrypt specific files. 





Point your web browser at http://www.issol.co.uk/ , click the floppy disk icon, and click Download 32bit. When the ZIP file finishes downloading, extract its contents to a folder on your hard drive, then click the SEC32373.EXE file to start the Setup program. 





To open Secure-iT 32, double click the .exe file. Enter a password for Admin (that's you) twice, click OK, and you're in. To set up access for additional users, click the Users icon, click New, and enter that person's Name and Password. 





Start by opening Secure-iT. In the Secure-iT 32 window, select a file you'd like to lock or encrypt, then click the Lock or Encrypt button. (Note: A gray padlock indicates a file that's currently in use or locked by someone else; these files can't be locked or encrypted.) Close Secure-iT 32, and rest assured that no one can access these files.





To unlock or decrypt files (which you'll have to do any time you want to access them) open Secure-iT and navigate your way to the file(s). Select the file(s) and click the Unlock or Decrypt button, as the case may be.





To adjust Secure-iT 32's options, click the Preferences icon. For more information on most of them, hit F1 on your keyboard (or choose Contents under the Help menu).





(Tip-in-a-tip: Place all the files you want to keep locked or encrypted in one folder. Then place a shortcut to Secure-iT 32 in your Startup folder. That way, every time you start Windows 95, Secure-iT 32 will open to the last folder visited, where you can unlock or decrypt what you need. )
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ON GUARD WITH CLASP97





If you're looking for a straightforward security option, Clasp97 is for you. This shareware locks snoopers out of your system entirely.If a person doesn't know the password, he or she can't get into Windows 95. Period.





In this tip, we'll show you how to get your hands on this handy utility. 





Point your web browser at http://www.cyberenet.net/~ryan/ , click Download Clasp97, and wait until the file (CLASP972.EXE) finishes downloading. When it finishes, double-click it to activate the setup process. 





After going through the setup process, you'll be asked to enter a password--twice. Then you'll see the main Clasp97 screen. (If you haven't registered your copy, you'll see the Registration dialog box whenever you open Clasp97. Click the 1 and then the 2 to close it.) Enter your password and click OK to enter Windows.





Once you've installed Clasp97, you'll want to adjust some of its options. Choose Programs under Start, select Clasp 97, and then click Clasp97 to start the utility. Click the Clasp97 Setup button; enter your password; and you'll see a dialog box full of options. Select "Run Clasp97 when Windows 95 loads" to make Clasp97 do its thing whenever Windows 95 starts.





The other item you may wish to select is "Disable Windows 95 StartUp menu." That way, a person can't hit F8 during the boot process to access the StartUp commands. Click Apply Changes, and you'll find yourself back at the main Clasp97 screen.





If you plan to use Clasp97 upon startup only, click Exit and get to work. If you're like most people, however, you'll want quick access to Clasp97 for those times you walk away from your desk. Place a shortcut to Clasp97 within easy reach, such as on the desktop, for easy access. Or, set up hot key access to a Clasp97 shortcut, so you can activate it at the press of a keyboard combo.
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HARD DRIVE DRESS-UP





Want to change the icon that Windows 95 uses to represent your hard drive? Create an INF file that points to the icon you have in mind.





Open Notepad, and type the following:





[autorun]


icon=PATH,#





where PATH is the path of the icon you want to use and # is its number in the file. 





Let's back up a sec: In any icon file, such as SHELL32.DLL in the Windows\System folder, the icons are numbered from zero to whatever. To view the icons in these files, right-mouse click a folder shortcut, choose Properties, click the Shortcut tab, and click the Change Icon button. The Change Icon dialog box displays all the icons in the SHELL32 file. Click the Browse button and navigate your way to any other icon file, such as C:\WINDOWS\SYSTEM\Pifmgr.dll, if you have it, to reveal its contents in the Change Icon dialog box.





So, if you wanted to use the fourteenth icon, the globe, in the C:\Windows\System\SHELL32.DLL file, the line in the Notepad file would read:





icon=c:\windows\system\shell32.dll,13





(It's fourteenth in the list, but remember, you have to start with zero.)





Once you've named your icon, choose Save As under Notepad's File menu, name the file AUTORUN.INF, and save the file on the root of your hard drive. (This is a must.) Close Notepad. To see the real-life version, 





open a My Computer window, click the old icon once, then hit F5 on your keyboard. If you aren't happy with your choice, simply change the icon reference in the AUTORUN.INF file. (Note: If you have multiple drives on your system, you can change the icon for each of them. Just follow the steps above, creating an AUTORUN.INF file on the root directory of each drive.)
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MORE FUN WITH TOOLBARS





Here's another toolbar trick. You can combine toolbars by dragging them onto one another and letting go. For example, if you've got all three toolbars open, position your cursor over the word Address and drag it up to the top toolbar. See it appear? Now click on the "bars" to the left of the word Address and drag left or right to change how much of each toolbar you see.
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WAIT, COME BACK!





If you've somehow deleted your Recycle Bin icon, you can put it back, as long as you're willing to edit the Registry. Open the Registry Editor and navigate your way to





HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\explorer\Desktop\NameSpace





Right-mouse click the NameSpace key, choose New and then Key, and name the new key exactly:





{645FF040-5081-101B-9F08-00AA002F954E}





In the right pane, right-mouse click (Default), choose Modify, and in the resulting dialog box, type Recycle Bin on the Value data line. Click OK and close the Registry Editor. Click the desktop once, then hit F5 to refresh. The Recycle Bin icon's back! 
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OUT, DARN ICONS!





Want to remove unwanted icons from your desktop, such as an icon placed there during a program installation that can't be deleted? Open the Registry Editor (after backing it up, of course) and navigate your way to:





HKEY_LOCAL_MACHINE\SOFTWARE\Microsoft\Windows\CurrentVersion\explorer\Desktop\NameSpace





One at a time, click each of the keys under NameSpace, watching the name that appears in the right pane's Data column. One of them should match the icon you want to get rid of. When you find it, right-mouse click its key in the left pane, choose Delete, and close the Registry Editor. Click on the desktop once to place the focus there, then hit F5 on your keyboard (to refresh). The icon will disappear! (Note: You can use this same technique to get rid of the InBox, MSN, and Recycle Bin icons.)
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FUN WITH TOOLBARS





Did you know there are actually three toolbars in Internet Explorer? More than likely, you only see two on your screen, but if you position your cursor at the bottom edge of the bottom toolbar, the cursor will change to a double-sided arrow. Drag down, and you'll see the third toolbar (whichever one you didn't have open).





If you want to collapse all the toolbars, position your cursor at the bottom edge of the bottom toolbar and drag all the way up to the top of your screen. This is handy when you need a larger view of a particular Web site. Then just drag one or more toolbars back down when you need them.
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NIMBLE FINGERS





For those of you who prefer the keyboard over the mouse, here are some handy keyboard shortcuts for Internet Explorer:





[Alt]+[ç]- Back to the previous page[Alt]+[è]- Forward to the previous page[Ctrl]+[B]- Opens the Organize Favorites window[Ctrl]+[D]- Adds current Web page to Your Favorites list[Ctrl]+[L]- Lets you open a new Web page[Ctrl]+[N]- Opens a new browser window[Ctrl]+[R]- Reloads the current page[Ctrl]+[W]- Closes the active IE window
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THE FOLDER DOESN'T FALL FAR FROM THE TREESIZE





http://www.windows95.com/apps/disktools.html ( See below for a easier way! )





Wish you could see the amount of space individual folders, including all of their contents, take up on your hard drive? Explorer won't give you this information, but TreeSize (freeware) will. To download this handy utility, point your Web browser at the URL above and select TreeSize in the list. Using an unzipping utility, extract the contents of the file to your location of choice; then right-mouse click the TREESIZE.INF file and choose Install. 





To open TreeSize, choose Start, Programs, TreeSize. Choose Select Directory under File, and navigate your way to the folder at the top of the hierarchy of folders you'd like to view. Click OK, and TreeSize creates the hierarchy, complete with sizes. As in Explorer, double-click any folder to display all the folders inside.





The icon row includes a number of sorting and viewing options. Choose to view the folders from largest to smallest, alphabetically, or using no sorting method. You can also select from five viewing options--bytes, allocated space, percent, wasted space (for more on wasted space, see the README.TXT file that comes with the program), or CD-ROM cluster size.





(Tip-in-a-tip: Right-mouse click a folder, select TreeSize, and the utility opens with the focus on that folder.)





This isn't quite true, You can (select / highlight, then) right-click any Folder(s) and/or Drive(s) then select Properties. You will get the total amount of bytes used and how many Files and Folders there are. Notice how Explorer actually count the bytes when You do this on a slow CD-ROM or a LARGE Drive!











(back)
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OFF TO A FRESH RESTART





In the past, we've shown you the trick to restarting Windows 95 without rebooting your entire system: Choose Shut Down in the Start menu, select Restart the computer?, then hold down Shift as you click Yes. Want an icon that does all this without ever setting foot in the Shut Down dialog box? Just set up a simple MS-DOS batch file and place its icon within arm's reach. From then on, restarting Windows 95 is just a double-click away.





Open Notepad and type the following: 





@EXIT 





Save the file anywhere you want with an appropriate name, such as RESTART.BAT, and close Notepad. Find the new file in Explorer and place a shortcut to it on the desktop (assuming you want to access this icon from the desktop). Close Explorer and rename the new shortcut. Click the shortcut with the right mouse button, choose Properties, and on the Program tab, select the Close on Exit option. Click Advanced, select MS-DOS mode, and deselect Warn before entering MS-DOS mode. Click OK twice.





Ready to restart Windows 95? Double-click your new desktop icon!
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NO EXCHANGES





When you receive a fax via Microsoft Fax, it appears as an item in your Microsoft Exchange Inbox. Double-click the item, and the Fax Viewer opens to display the contents of the fax. If you think you'll want to view the fax again, but don't want to have to go through Microsoft Exchange to do it, save the file with an .AWD extension before closing the Fax Viewer. Choose File | Save Copy As, type in any name you want, navigate your way to the folder where you'd like to store the fax, and click Save. From now on, double-clicking this file icon opens the fax in a Fax Viewer window. (The AWD file is a copy of the original, so unless you need to do something with the fax other than read it, delete the one in MS Exchange.)








------------------------------------------------------------------------



















































































------------------------------------------------------------------------








WHICH WAY DID THEY GO?





W. Bost writes, "When I installed certain PowerToys, some useful help screens appeared that gave information on how to use the toys. How do I bring these screens up again?"





To access the informational dialog box for the Find Extensions or Send To Extensions PowerToys, right mouse click the Findx.inf or Sendtox.inf file (in your Power folder, or wherever you've placed them) and choose Open. To access the help that appeared for Tweak UI, open Tweak UI, click the Tips button on the Mouse tab, and double-click About Tweak UI (or choose from the other help options there).
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A LITTLE HELP FROM A FRIEND





Regarding our 1/20 tip about downloading Mspwlupd2.exe to update your password cache, H. Cardona (aka PC Sleuth) writes:





If you update your password file using Mspwlupd2.exe (Microsoft's Password Cache update), you need to delete your current Password Caches on your system. If you don't, Windows 95 may try to use some passwords that were perhaps corrupted by the update. To delete the corrupted password caches, find all .PWL files on your system and delete those that are in the Windows folder. (You'll need to re-enter all of your passwords when Windows 95 needs them.)





Deleting these files can also solve delays that Windows 95 may exhibit when shutting down. For example, on a Pentium 200 with 64 MB Ram, Windows 95 was taking over 30 seconds to get to the "It is now safe to turn off your computer" screen. Deleting the corrupted password cache solved the problem; now the shut down screen appears within a couple of seconds.





Thanks for the advice, H.!





This file can be found at: http://www.microsoft.com/windows/software/passwd.htm
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THE MANY FACES OF MY COMPUTER





Tired of using the Start menu to get everywhere? Add a folder to the My Computer right-mouse menu and place all your favorite shortcuts inside. It's just another of the many ways you can set up quick access to where you want to be. (Note: This tip involves some detailed Registry editing, so we recommend backing up your Registry, or at least its HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT branch, before you begin.)





First, create a folder that holds all your favorite shortcuts. Or, if you have a particular folder in mind to which you'd like access from the My Computer menu, take note of its name and path. Now for the Registry part. Open the Registry Editor--choose Start, Run, type regedit, and click OK--and navigate your way to





HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\CLSID\{20D04FE0-3AEA-1069-A2D8-08002B30309D}





(Don't let all the numbers scare you--they're all in order, so just look for the onethat starts with "20D04FE0" and double-click it.) Inside, right-mouse click the shell key, choose New and then Key, and name the new key My Folder. With My Folder still selected, right-mouse click (Default) in the right pane, choose Modify, and in the resulting dialog box, type "&My Folder" (no quotes) on the Value data line. Click OK. Right-mouse click the new My Folder key, choose New and then Key, and name the new key "Command" (again, no quotes). In the right pane, right-mouse click (Default) and choose Modify to bring up the Edit String dialog box. Type the following on the Value data line





C:\Windows\Explorer.exe C:\ 





followed by the path of the folder you'd like the My Folder item to point to. So, for example, if you had a Useful Shortcuts folder on the root directory of your hard drive, you'd type





C:\Windows\Explorer.exe C:\Useful Shortcuts 





Click OK and close the Registry Editor. Click My Computer with the right-mouse button and select your new My Folder item (or whatever you've named it) to display its contents on screen.
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ONE-CLICK LISTINGS





Want to print a directory (folder) listing in Windows 95? If you have a few minutes to set up a batch file and do a little Registry tweaking, you can print a folder listing with ease. (We read about this technique in the Windows 95 Annoyances Web site, at http://www.creativelement.com/win95ann ). In today's tip, we'll show you how to set up the batch file.





Open Notepad and create a batch file by typing the following lines (substitute your printer port for LPT1, if necessary):





CD %1


DIR >LPT1





Name the file PRINTDIR.BAT, save it in your %Windir%\Command folder and close Notepad. In an Explorer or My Computer window, locate the batch file you just created, right-mouse click it and choose Properties. Select the Program tab, select Minimized under Run, and select the Close on exit option. Click OK.





Open the Registry Editor and navigate your way to HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\Directory\shell. Right-mouse click shell, choose New, and then select Key. Name the new key "Print" (no quotes). Right-mouse click the new key, select New and then Key; and this time, name the key "command" (again, no quotes). In the right pane, right-mouse click (Default), choose Modify, and in the Edit String dialog box, type your batch file's path (%Windir%\Command\printdir.bat) on the Value data line. That's it--close the Registry Editor. To test out your handywork, right-mouse click any folder, choose Print, and race to the printer!
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POP! GOES THE MESSAGE





Are you on a Windows for Workgroups, Windows 95, Windows NT, or NetWare network? WinPopup, a small messaging program, lets you send notes to other people on your network. It's a great little tool if, for example, the person you're trying to reach is on the phone. And unlike regular e-mail, WinPopup does what its name implies--it pops up on the recipient's screen, getting their immediate attention. It's like walking into their office and placing a yellow sticky note on their screen. 





If your system is set up for networking, WinPopup should already be installed. Just to be sure, however, choose Run in the Start menu, type WINPOPUP on the command line, and click OK. If you see the WinPopup dialog box appear, you're all set. If not, you'll need to install it. To install WinPopup, open the Control Panel and choose Add/Remove Programs. Select the Windows Setup tab, double-click Accessories in the list of components, and select WinPopup. Click OK to complete the installation.
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NOW HEAR THIS





In our previous tip, we told you that WinPopup is great for sending messages across a Windows or NetWare network. Type WINPOPUP on the Run command line to open WinPopup, and we'll show you how to send someone a message.





The thing to keep in mind is that the recipient of your message has to have WinPopup installed and running (minimized is fine) in order to receive the message. The best way to be sure of this, if you're a potential recipient, is to place a shortcut to WinPopup in your Startup folder, and to keep the program running minimized for as long as you're on your computer.





To send a message, click the Envelope icon and type the name of name of the person or computer to whom you'd like to send the message (if you're on a NetWare network, type the user's log-in name), or select Workgroup and type in the group name, such as an NT domain name. Type your message in the appropriate box (in the case of a NetWare network, you're limited to a shorter message then if you were on a Windows network--about 70 characters), click OK, and off it goes!
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RECEIVING LINES





In our last two tips, we introduced WinPopup, a program for sending messages across a network. We then showed you how to send a message: Click the envelope icon, fill in the address, type your message, and click OK. Now let's look at things from the recipient's point of view. When WinPopup detects a new message, one of two things will happen: Either the WinPopup Taskbar item will flash, or the full WinPopup window will jump onto your screen, with the message inside. If you prefer the latter option, choose Options under Messages, select "Pop up dialog on message receipt," and click OK. Want WinPopup to make a sound, so you absolutely can't miss a new message (for example, if you're reading another message when it arrives)? Select "Play sound when new message arrives" in the Options dialog box and click OK. The third option there, Always on top, keeps WinPopup on top of all your open windows; that way, it can't get buried. 





If you have more than one WinPopup message waiting to be read, you can scroll through the messages using the left and right arrow icons. To delete a message, just click the trash can icon. Doing so automatically minimizes the WinPopup dialog box. Whatever you do, don't click the X in the upper-right corner of the dialog box, or you'll close WinPopup and won't be able to receive any more messages. You wouldn't turn your cordless phone off if you were waiting for a call, would you?
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FOCUS ON FIND





The Windows 95 Find dialog box offers three pages of easy ways to find what you're looking for. But if you're already in Explorer or any open window, your search just got easier. Right-mouse click the drive or folder you'd like to search, choose Find, and the Find window opens with its focus on that exact drive or folder. If the drive or folder you'd like to search is already selected, you've got it even easier. Just click F3 and Find knows where to focus. 
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GETTING FONT-SY





Want to change the font displayed in a Windows 95 Explorer window? Unfortunately, it doesn't work as it did in Windows 3.x's File Manager, where you could change the font without affecting anything else on your system. Explorer's font is determined by the icon font Windows 95 currently uses. So if you want to change Explorer's font, you have to be willing to put up with the change in every other window and on the desktop. 





Are you willing? Then click the desktop with the right mouse button, choose Properties, and click the Appearance tab. Select Icon under Item, choose a Font and Size, and click Apply. Keep changing it until you like what you see, and then click OK. 
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TEMPLATES, WORD PAD-STYLE, PART 1 OF 2





Did you know you can set up templates in WordPad? It doesn't come with the built-in tools to do so, like other word processors have, but you can improvise a little. Just set up a file type for WordPad templates and associate this type with WordPad. From then on, double-clicking a file with this extension (i.e., a template you've designed) will open the file in WordPad where it will work just like one of those fancy word processor templates. 





To create the new file type, in any Windows 95 window, choose Options under View, and select the File Types tab. Click the New Type button, and in the resulting dialog box, type a description and the extension you'd like to use to represent the WordPad template file type. (We chose. TEM, but you can use anything you want. Just don't use an extension that's already associated with another file type.) Don't click OK yet. 





Now to add an action to the file type. Click New, and in the New Action dialog box, type the word Open on the Action line, then enter, in quotes, the path for WordPad's.EXE file on the Application used to perform action line. Click OK, then click Close twice to get out of those dialog boxes. 





Your file type's all set. In our next tip, creating a WordPad template. 
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TEMPLATES, WORDPAD-STYLE, PART 2 OF 2 





In our last tip, we showed you how to set up a new file type for WordPad templates. (On the File Types tab, click New Type, and type a description and an extension. Click New, type "Open" on the Action line, enter the path for WordPad's .EXE file, and click OK.) Ready to use the new file type? Open WordPad, and design a template. (You know, the basic framework for a document type you produce frequently.) When you're done, choose File|Save, give your template a name with the new extension, and click Save. Your template is complete. (You may want to set up a folder in which to store all your WordPad templates. Just make sure the folder name doesn't include spaces or WordPad won't see it.) 





Whenever you want to use the template, double-click it (assuming WordPad isn't already open), and it'll open in a WordPad window. As with any template, complete the document, and save it under any name you'd like, with a .DOC, .TXT, or .RTF extension. 





Tip: To ensure that you don't save changes to a template (overwriting the original), mark it read-only. Click the template icon with the right mouse button, choose Properties, select Read-only in the Attributes section, and click OK. Now if you try to save a file under the same name as the template, you'll get an error message. 
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BUT I DON'T WANT TO LOG IN!





If you've set up user profiles in the past but have since gone back to the "All users of this machine use the same preferences and desktop settings" option, you probably find it annoying that the log-in dialog box still appears every time you start Windows 95. Fortunately, you can get rid of it. All you have to do is change the current password to no password. 





Select Start | Settings | Control Panel, double-click the Passwords icons, and on the Change Passwords tab click the Change Windows Password button. On the Old Password line, enter the current password, then press Tab to move down to the New Password line, and press Enter. That's it. You'll see a dialog box telling you your password has been successfully changed. That Welcome to Windows 95 log-in dialog box won't bother you again. 
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NOTEPAD EXTRAS





You can insert the file name, date, time, page numbering, or all of the above, in the header or footer of a printed Notepad page. Choose File | Page Setup, and take a look at the Header and Footer options. By default, the setting "&f" next to Header tells Notepad to print the filename at the top of the page. Next to Footer, "Page &p" tells Notepad to print the word "Page", then the current page number in the footer. 





You can change these settings to anything you want (or delete them altogether) by typing any combination of commands on the Header and Footer lines. For a list of commands, click Header or Footer with the right mouse button and select the What's This button that appears. When you're done typing or deleting, click OK. The changes will affect every Notepad file, until you change them to something else. 
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SIGNED, SEALED, F5-ED





Want to time- and date-stamp your Notepad file? In a previous tip, we told you that you could type ".LOG" at the top of a Notepad file to make it time- and date-stamp the file after every entry (after you close and then reopen the file). But if you're just looking for one stamp, hit F5 in any Notepad file. Insta-date. 
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THINGS AREN'T ALWAYS AS THEY SEEM





If you're printing a Notepad file, don't expect it to print exactly as it appears on screen (unless you have the word wrap option set; then the margins will adjust according to what's visible in the Notepad window). Notepad's print margins are determined by the numbers in the Page Setup dialog box. 





To adjust Notepad's margins for printing, choose File | Page Setup, and change the measurements under Margins. (At least you get to see their effect on the page layout, even if the text in the preview isn't your own.) Click OK when you're done and print it. 
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GET WORLDLY





Windows 95 has a United States-International keyboard that adds new characters to many of the keys on your keyboard. Choose Start | Settings | Control Panel, then double-click Keyboard, click the Language tab, and click the Properties button. Now click the down arrow and select United States-International. Click OK twice. 





The new layout adds one or two characters to a number of keys on your keyboard. To use these characters keys, press a key in combination with the Alternate Character (AltChar) key (or Shift-AltChar for a second character). The AltChar key is the right Alt key on your keyboard.





For example, if you wanted to type the letter E with an accent that goes up to the right, you'd hold down the AltChar key and press the letter E on your keyboard. And for a capital E with the same accent, you'd hold down Shift+AltChar and press E. (Note: It's impossible for us to print a diagram of which characters are added to which keys, so you'll need to play around to find the ones you use frequently.) 





In our next tip, we'll show you a few tricks this keyboard layout has up its sleeve....
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TRICKY, TRICKY





In our last tip, we told you how to switch your keyboard layout to the U.S.-International layout, which adds up to two characters to a number of keys on your keyboard: In the Control Panel, double-click Keyboard, click the Language tab, click Properties, select United States-International, and click OK twice. To use the new characters, press a key in combination with the AltChar key (or Shift-AltChar), which is the right Alt key on your keyboard. 





As you might expect, this layout has a few tricks up its sleeve. There has five keys that, when pressed, don't do anything on screen; what they do is set up another key to make the big character appearance. These five assisting keys are the apostrophe (`), the back quote (`), the circumflex (^), the double-quote ("), and the tilde (~). They assist in making, respectively, an acute accent, a grave accent, a hat over a vowel, an umlaut, and a little squiggly thing, as over the N in the Spanish word senorita. (Sorry, we can't do it here.) 





For example, to type an A with a grave accent (the one the goes up to the left), press the back quote (`) (nothing happens yet), and then press the letter A. Play around with these five keys a bit, and you'll get the hang of it.





In our next tip, some exceptions for these assisting keys.... 
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THERE'S ALWAYS AN EXCEPTION





In our last two tips, we told you how to change your keyboard layout to the U.S.-International layout (in the Control Panel, double-click Keyboard, click the Language tab, click Properties, select United States-International, and click OK twice), and that to use its new characters, you press a key in combination with the AltChar key (or Shift-AltChar), which is the right Alt key on your keyboard. 





We also told you that there are five "assisting" keys--the apostrophe (`), the back quote (`), the circumflex (^), the double-quote ("),and the tilde (~)--that when pressed in combination with another key, make an acute accent, a grave accent, a hat over a vowel, an umlaut, and a little squiggly thing, respectively. 





Ready for the exceptions? Try typing "go get `em" on a United States-International keyboard. You get those three words, but without quotes, and with an accent over the E in EM. That's because those assisting keys do what they've been told no matter what. So when you type the apostrophe (`) and then the letter E, you get an E with an acute accent. And when you type double quotes (") and then a letter that would never have an umlaut over it (in this case, G), the international keyboard assumes you didn't really mean it. 





There is a solution. To type one of the five assisting characters (in a situation where it wants to assist the next key), press it, and then press the Spacebar. (Note: If you're typing something after an assisting key that would never have an accent over it, you don't needto worry about the Spacebar.)
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REGAIN VALUABLE HALF-SECONDS OF YOUR WORK LIFE





When you click the Start button and choose Programs, there's about a half-second delay before you see Programs submenu folder. This also applies to selecting any Start menu item that displays a submenu. You can change this delay to anything you want, right down to no delay at all. All it takes is a quick trip to the Registry Editor. (As always, back the Registry up first.)





Open the Registry Editor (click Start | Run, enter Regedit and click OK) and navigate your way to HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Control Panel\Desktop. Right-mouse click anywhere in the right pane, choose New, and select String Value in the popup menu. Name the new value MenuShowDelay. Right-mouse click this new value, choose Modify, and in the Edit String dialog box, enter a number as close to zero as you dare (to indicate the delay in milliseconds). Enter any number you want, even 0. (The default is 400, which accounts for the almost half-second delay.) Click OK and close the Registry Editor. 





Restart Windows 95, then click Start and select some folders to see your change. (If things are moving too fast or too slow, go back to the Registry Editor and change the setting to a higher or lower number. If it's too low, you'll find that unwanted menus pop out and block what's under them.) 
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GET FAT ( 32 ) !





One of the major enhancements to Windows 95 OEM Service Release 2 is its FAT32 file system (as compared to the FAT16 system found in the "original" Windows 95). Without getting too dorky, here's the scoop: This new file system offers more efficient data storage for large hard drives. (For those of you who care, it can store data in smaller clusters---as small as 4K bytes). Also, if you're into partitioning, you're no longer limited to 2G-byte volumes, as you were with FAT16. FAT32 supports drives of up to 2 terabytes. That's right, folks --- 2,048 Gigabytes. (What on earth could take up that much space?) 





If you want to know more about OEM Service Release 2 and its accompanying FAT32 file system, point your Web browser to http://www.microsoft.com/kb/ (the Microsoft Knowledge Base). 





Select Windows 95 under Step 1, type "osr2" under step 2, click Next, and you'll find all the information you could ever want in the resulting list of documents (especially numbers 15 and 16). 
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RESOLUTION MEETS COLOR





Now let's look at the relationship between resolution and color palette settings. 





Screen resolution can limit your Windows 95 color palette selection and vice versa. High resolution or color palette settings use up more video memory (VRAM), leaving less left over to deal with color or resolution. Windows knows what combinations of color and resolution your system's VRAM can and can't handle and will adjust accordingly. 





For example, at the lowest resolution, you may be able to choose from four different color palettes, but at your monitor's highest allowable resolution, you may only be able to choose 16 or 256 Color. (Just because you see other, more complex, color palette options in the list, doesn't mean they're fair game. On our system, you can choose the True Color and High Color palettes, even with the highest resolution selected, but doing so bounces the resolution back down to a lower number --- all the way to 640 by 480, for True Color. Gotcha!) 





The only people out there who can mess with deluxe color palettes while using a high resolution setting are those with a hyper-deluxe system. Lots of VRAM, a state-of-the-art monitor---the works. 
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CHANGE ON / OFF LOGO for WINDOWS (1 of 2)





You can take any 640-by-480 bitmap file and use it as Windows' cloud-covered startup or shut-down screen or the one that says "It is now safe to turn off your computer." Currently, Windows 95 uses the logo.sys (on your hard drive), logow.sys and logos.sys (both in the Windows folder) files, respectively, but if you open your bitmap file in Paint and save it under one of these names, Windows 95 will use yours instead. 





There are two very important tricks to this: One, the bitmap files have to be 256 Color Bitmap; and, two, you have to shrink your 640-by-480 bitmaps to 320 by 400 for Windows 95 to use them. (Windows takes a 320-by-400 file and stretches it to 640 by 480 for each of these three screens. Strange, but that's the way it works.) 





In our last tip, we told you could replace the LOGO.SYS, LOGOW.SYS, and LOGOS.SYS files (the ones Windows 95 uses for the startup and shutdown screens) with the 640-by-480-pixel bitmap files of your choice. Before you go replacing the old ones, though, you'll want to save them under different names, in case you want them in the future. 





Launch Paint (it's under Accessories), then choose Open under File and select All Files under "Files of type." Now open each of the three files (remember, LOGO.SYS is on your hard drive, and the other two are in the Windows folder) and rename them. (If you don't see them in Paint's Open dialog box, from any window on the desktop, choose Options under View, and on the View tab, select Show all files.) 





For example, in the root directory, select LOGO.SYS, choose Save As under File, and name it LOGO2.SYS (or whatever helps you remember it, just as long as it's different than the original name). Click OK, move on to LOGOW.SYS in the Windows folder, and then rename the LOGOS.SYS file. --- If you followed our last two tips, you've selected up to three 640-by-480-pixel bitmap files you want to use as the Windows 95 startup and shutdown screens, and you've saved the old ones--LOGO.SYS, LOGOW.SYS, and LOGOS.SYS--under new names.
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CHANGE ON / OFF LOGO for WINDOWS (2 of 2)





If you followed our last tip, you've selected up to three 640-by-480-pixel bitmap files you want to use as the Windows 95 startup and shutdown screens, and you've saved the old ones--LOGO.SYS, LOGOW.SYS, and LOGOS.SYS--under new names. Now for the tedious part. 





To get your image(s) to the size that Windows wants--320 by 400 pixels--launch Paint and open one of the 640-by-480 images. Choose Stretch/Skew under Image. Select Horizontal, change the percentage to 50%, and choose OK. You're halfway there. Open the Stretch/Skew dialog box again, but this time, select Vertical. To change the height from 480 to 400 pixels, you have to make two changes: set the Vertical stretch to 104% and choose OK, then go back to the same dialog box and set it to 80%. Choose OK, and there's your resized image, now 320 by 400 pixels. Check in the Attributes dialog box (under Image) to prove it. (By the way, you can't just change the attributes here and expect your bitmap to shrink. Nice try.) 





Repeat these steps for each bitmap you want to use, and don't forget to save your file(s). In our next tip, you'll get to see these bitmaps in action! 





After our last three tips, you should now have up to three 320-by-400-pixel bitmap files that you want to use as the Windows 95 logo screens. Now for the easy part: saving each file under the right name, as the right type. 





Open each 320-by-400-pixel file in Paint, pull down the File menu, chose Save As, and type in the name of the screen for which you'd like to use this image--LOGO.SYS for the startup screen, LOGOW.SYS for the cloud screen you see at shutdown, or LOGOS.SYS for the "It is now safe to turn off your computer" screen. Then, under "Save as type," select 256 Color Bitmap (if it isn't already selected). Click OK, and your bitmap is officially saved as one of the Windows 95 logo screens. 





If you'd like, repeat the same steps (saving them under each of the three logo names, of course) for up to three different bitmap files. That's it. Now let's see if they work. 





Ready (you did use the correct file names, right?) Get set (as long as the bitmaps are the correct size and type, there's no reason this won't work)...shut down your system. You'll see the file you saved as LOGOW.SYS first, then the LOGOS.SYS screen, to let you know you can safely turn off your computer. Now give your keyboard the ol' Ctrl+Alt+Delete to restart your system, wait a few minutes, and--there's that new LOGO.SYS file! Beats those clouds any day, doesn't it?





If you followed the instructions in our last four tips, you should now have some interesting Windows 95 startup and shutdown screens. The question is, if you have bitmaps that aren't 640 by 480 pixels, can you use them anyway? Of course! You could always figure out the math to size it to 320 by 400, but an easier way is to make the bitmap as close as you can to 320 by 400, then put a frame around it to make it exact. 





With your image displayed in Paint (already sized to just under 320 by 400), choose Attributes under Image and change the Width and Height to 320 and 400, respectively. Click OK, and your image, plus the white space that appears, is now a 320-by-400-pixel image. 





To center the image, choose Select All under Edit, and one at a time, click and drag each frame edge by the handle (using the





double-pointed arrow) in to the edge of the original image. Once the original image is framed, use the four-pointed arrow to click and drag it anywhere you want within the white area. Now save the file under one of the logo screen names we discussed in the past four tips (as a 256-Color Bitmap, of course), and you're all set. You'll see the frame when the screen appears, but who cares? You get the picture! 
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SHELL-AC THOSE NEW FILES





Ever wish you could remove an item from your New list--the one you see when you click the Desktop with the right mouse button and choose New? You can, by editing the Registry. (As with all Registry tips, we recommend backing up the Registry before making any changes, in case you make a mistake.) 





Open the Registry Editor (click Start | Run, type in regedit and click OK), double-click HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT to expand it, and scroll down to the extension associated with the file type you'd like to remove from the New list. With this extension selected, hit the asterisk (*) key on your numeric keypad to display its contents, and you'll see that it contains a ShellNew key. Click ShellNew with the right mouse button, choose Delete, and click OK to confirm. Right-mouse click on the Desktop or in any folder window, choose New, and you'll see that the item is erased from the list. Later! 
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NEW ADDITIONS





You can remove an item from the New list: In the Registry Editor, find the extension associated with the file type under HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT and delete its ShellNew key. As you might expect, you can add items to the New list by adding some settings to the Registry. This process is fairly involved, so we recommend it for advanced Registry users only. (Also, we take no responsibility for incorrect settings!) It's a two step process!





The first step is to create a blank file of the type you'd like to add to the New list and save it in the %WinDir%\ShellNew folder. Open the application whose file type you'd like to add to the list, and with a blank file open, choose Save As under the File menu. Give the file any name you'd like (with the proper extension, of course), navigate your way to the %WinDir%\ShellNew folder, and click OK. (If you can't access the ShellNew folder from the application's Save As dialog box, save the file in the Windows folder, and then move it to the ShellNew folder using Explorer.) Close the open application. 





Now for the second step: Adding a ShellNew key to the file type's key in the Registry. 





In the Registry Editor (click Start | Run, type in regedit and click OK), double-click HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT, scroll down to the extension associated with the type you'd like to add to the New list, and select it. Click it with the right mouse button, select New, then select Key in the pop-out menu. Name the new key "ShellNew." Click ShellNew with the right mouse button, choose New, select String Value in the pop-out menu, and name the new value "FileName." Double-click FileName, and on its Value data line, enter the name of the file that you saved in the %WinDir%\ShellNew folder. Click OK, and you'll see this name in quotes under the Data column. Mission accomplished. Close the Registry Editor and go check out your new list! 
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TOY STORY--PART ONE OF MANY





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm





Do you have a modem, Internet access, and a few seconds to read this tip? Then you're only minutes away from having all of the Windows 95 PowerToys on your system. The Windows 95 PowerToys were designed by the Windows Shell Development Team because "there can never be enough shortcuts for getting stuff done." Microsoft presents these tools as shareware on their web site. Just point your web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. 





Step 4 of the instructions deserves a little explanation. When you right-mouse click each INF file and choose Install, a few of them will present you with a dialog box saying you need to restart your system. Click No. (You'll do it when you're done.) And a few of the INF files will present you with informational dialog boxes when you install them. Read what's there (if you have an hour), but then close them; the installation won't proceed until you do. When you've finished all 14, restart Windows 95. You've officially installed the PowerToys. 
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TOY STORY--PART TWO OF MANY





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm





In our last tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. 





Now let's look at some of these toys in action. After installing PowerToys, you'll notice three new icons in the tray of your Taskbar, one of which is DeskMenu (the desk icon--the one with the lamp). If you don't want this icon to appear whenever you start Windows 95, you'll need to remove its icon from your StartUp folder. 





DeskMenu is a popup menu of your desktop items. No matter how many windows you have open, you can access anything on your desktop without minimizing windows. Just click the DeskMenu icon and select the item you need. And if, for some reason, you need to get to the actual desktop, DeskMenu can help you get there faster. Click the icon, choose Minimize All Windows, and every open window shrinks to the Taskbar. To restore them all, click the DeskMenu icon and choose Undo Minimize All. 





To close DeskMenu, click its icon and choose Exit DeskMenu. To get it back, double-click its icon in the Power folder you placed on your desktop (or wherever you've moved it to), or wait until you start Windows 95 again. 
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TOY STORY--PART THREE OF MANY





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm





In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions.





One of the icons you'll notice in the tray of your Taskbar is Quick Res (the one that looks like a computer screen). If you don't want this icon to appear whenever you start Windows 95, you'll need to remove its icon from your StartUp folder. 





If you thought you could change your desktop resolution on the fly using the Display Properties dialog box, wait'll you see QuickRes. Click its icon, select one of the resolutions in the popup list, and the change happens right before your eyes. Notice the popup list shows which resolutions your system will allow based on your color palette setting. Assuming you don't want to change your color palette, select any resolution that lists the current palette next to it. 





To change both the resolution and the color palette, select the right combination in the list. However, when you do, only the resolution will change right then; the color change won't appear until you restart Windows. 
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TOY STORY--PART FIVE OF MANY





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. 





While some of the PowerToys appear on your Taskbar, others reside on the right-mouse popup menus of shortcuts and/or folders. Right-mouse click some items on your desktop, and you'll see these new menu additions. 





As its name implies, the Shortcut Target Menu is unique to shortcuts. Right-mouse click any shortcut and you'll see that a Target item has been added to its menu. Select it, and an entire submenu appears. All of these commands apply to the shortcut's target, or the icon to which it points. For example, Open Container opens the window holding the target file or folder. Previously, you had to open a shortcut's Properties dialog box, click the Shortcut tab, and click Find Target to get there. A little faster with this PowerToy, eh? 
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TOY STORY--PART SIX





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. 





While some of the PowerToys appear on your Taskbar, others reside on the right-mouse popup menus of shortcuts and folders. Right-click some items on your desktop, and you'll see these new menu additions. 





Send To Any Folder appears on both shortcut and folder menus. Right-click any shortcut or folder, choose Send To, and check out all the new additions to the list! Choose Any Folder to open the Other Folder dialog box, where you can type the name of the folder to which you'd like to send the item (or click Browse, pick a target folder, and click OK). Before clicking OK, choose Copy or Move, depending on your desired action, then click OK, and off it goes. In the future, that target item appears in the drop-down list under To:, for easy selection. To clear out the list, click Clear History. 
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TOY STORY--PART EIGHT 





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. 





Three of the PowerToys are unique to the right mouse menus of folders and drives--shortcuts or not. (We'll describe the commands for folders, but it's assumed they apply to drives as well.) Right-click the Start button or any folder on the desktop to display these commands, one of which is Explore From Here. 





Explore From Here does exactly what you might think--it opens Explorer with the focus on that folder's contents. But unlike right-clicking a folder and choosing plain ol' Explore, you'll have access only to that folder's contents. You can try Backspace, the Up One Level button, or the Go to a different folder list as much as you want--you won't go anywhere. 
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TOY STORY--PART NINE 





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions.





Three of the PowerToys are unique to the right mouse menus of folders and drives--shortcuts or not. (We'll describe the commands for folders, but it's assumed they apply to drives as well.) Right-click the Start button or any folder on the desktop to display these commands, one of which is the Contents menu. 





Contents displays a pop-up menu of a folder's contents. Selecting an item in this list is just like opening the folder and double-clicking the item there. When dealing with certain folders, however, there's one little trick to this command: When you--or at least, when we--select the Contents menu for the Control Panel or Recycle Bin, the pop-up menu reads "Shift for more." But pressing the Shift key does nothing. To remedy the situation, you have to first select the icon, then hold down Shift as you right-click it and chose Contents. Only then will you see the Contents list. This nuance doesn't seem to exist for other folders that have more than one column of contents. Go figure. 
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TOY STORY--PART TEN 





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. 





Three of the PowerToys are unique to the right mouse menus of folders and drives--shortcuts or not. (We'll describe the commands for folders, but it's assumed they apply to drives as well.) Right-click the Start button or any folder on the desktop to display these commands, one of which is Command Prompt Here. 





Right-click a folder, choose Command Prompt Here, and an MS-DOS window opens with the command prompt pointing to that folder. If you frequently use DOS commands, open the DOS window from the folder where you plan to do your file management, and you won't have to waste time changing the directory. 
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TOY STORY RETURNS: PART 1 OF 6





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm Back in December, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. We proceeded to discuss eight of the toys, but neglected a few in the process. 





AutoPlay Extender appears when you insert a non-audio CD into your CD- ROM drive. It literally extends your system's autoplay capabilities (assuming your system has them) to non-audio CDs. Click Open to display the CD's contents in a folder window, or click Explore to see the contents Explorer-style. Run Setup starts the setup program on the CD. 





The Add/Remove button opens the Add AutoPlay Shortcut dialog box. Select any shortcut on your system and click Add to place it in the Shortcuts list. Select any one and click Run to activate it. Click Close when you're done, and you'll see these shortcuts in the AutoPlay dialog box whenever that same CD is inserted. 
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TOY STORY RETURNS: PART 2 OF 6





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm Back in December, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the Download Instructions. We proceeded to discuss eight of the toys, but neglected a few in the process. 





Want to switch the focus of Windows 95 from one open window to another? Normally, you have to move your mouse pointer to the window on which you'd like to focus and click. But XMouse takes the click out of selecting. Turn XMouse on, and the focus follows your mouse. Just move your pointer over a window, and watch as it's selected automatically. (You'll be able to tell by the title bar.)





Turning XMouse on and off can be a little tricky. To turn it on, double- click the XMouse icon-the one in the Power folder, or wherever you've placed it. To turn it off, open the Control Panel, double-click the XMouse icon (it appears once XMouse has been turned on), and in the resulting dialog box, click Remove. (Tip: After turning it off, the Control Panel's XMouse icon is rendered useless until you turn XMouse back on with the original icon.)
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TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 1 OF 8





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm Get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the download instructions.





Without a doubt, the most power-packed PowerToy is Tweak UI. To access this control panel of options, open the Control Panel and double-click the Tweak UI icon. 





When you choose a Start menu item (or any other menu item) with an arrow next to it, a submenu pops out. You can change the speed at which these submenus appear. Click Tweak UI's Mouse tab and slide the lever under Menu speed one way or the other. To test the current setting, right-mouse click the icon and pick an item in the pop-up menu. When the setting is just right, click OK to make it stick. (Restore Factory Settings takes you back to the default, which is about a half-second delay.) 








------------------------------------------------------------------------



















































































------------------------------------------------------------------------








TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 2 OF 8





Tired of that annoying "Shortcut to" prefix on every shortcut you create? (Who isn't?) Click the Explorer tab and deselect Prefix "Shortcut to" on new shortcuts. Click OK, and those annoying words won't bother you again. 
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TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 3 OF 8





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm Get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the download instructions. Without a doubt, the most power-packed PowerToy is Tweak UI. To access this control panel of options, open the Control Panel and double-click the Tweak UI icon. 





If you don't like the little arrow-in the-white-box that appears on top of every shortcut, you can change it or get rid of it altogether. Click the Explorer tab and take your pick of options under Shortcut overlay. You'll see the effect of your choice on the icons to the right. If you select Custom, you'll end up at the Change Icon dialog box, where you can select any icon to replace the arrow. 
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TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 4 OF 8





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm Get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the download instructions. Without a doubt, the most power-packed PowerToy is Tweak UI. To access this control panel of options, open the Control Panel and double-click the Tweak UI icon. 





Want to remove an item from your New list--the one that appears when you right-click inside a window or on the desktop and choose New? Click Tweak UI's New tab, deselect an item, click Apply or OK, and it's off the list. 





To add an item, drag a file of the type you have in mind into the Tweak UI window (still on the New tab) and let go. Tweak UI automatically creates a template for that file type. Click OK, and go check out your New list. It's in there! (If not, check with Tweak UI's template troubleshooter: On the Mouse tab, click Tips to open the Help Topics dialog box, then double-click Troubleshooting and select the first option.) 
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TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 5 OF 8





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm Get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the download instructions. Without a doubt, the most power-packed PowerToy is Tweak UI. To access this control panel of options, open the Control Panel and double-click the Tweak UI icon. 





Want to remove the Windows 95 logo screen that appears during the boot process without setting foot inside MSDOS.SYS? Click Tweak UI's Boot tab, deselect "Display splash screen while booting," and click OK. 
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TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 6 OF 8





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm





In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the download instructions. Without a doubt, the most power-packed PowerToy is Tweak UI. To access this control panel of options, open the Control Panel and double-click the Tweak UI icon. 





If there's an item you'd like to remove from your Install/Uninstall list (click Add/Remove Programs in the Control Panel to get to this list), you can do so without going near the Registry. Just click Tweak UI's Add/Remove tab, select an item, and click Remove. Click Yes to confirm, then click OK or Apply. 
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TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 7 OF 8





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm





In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the download instructions. Without a doubt, the most power-packed PowerToy is Tweak UI. To access this control panel of options, open the Control Panel and double-click the Tweak UI icon. 





When you minimize or maximize a window, you get to watch it grow or shrink on screen. If you don't want this window animation slowing you down, turn if off. Select Tweak UI's General tab, deselect Window animation, and click Apply or OK. 
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TWEAK, TWEAK--PART 8 OF 8





http://www.microsoft.com/windows/common/aa2729.htm





In a previous tip, we showed you how to get your hands on the FREE Windows 95 PowerToys: Point your Web browser to the Microsoft site and follow the download instructions. Without a doubt, the most power-packed PowerToy is Tweak UI. To access this control panel of options, open the Control Panel and double-click the Tweak UI icon. 





Want to clear your Run list every time you log on to Windows 95? Select Tweak UI's Paranoia tab, select Clear Run history at log-on, and click Apply or OK. 
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